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For years after he lived a trusted servant of Government., unobtrusive in his character and without reproach in his life. He served under me some years alter his baptism, and I had many a conversation with him. It was interesting to hear him tell, in a very simple way, of his loss of faith in his old religion ; of his struggle with the temptation to think that all forms of religion were equally mythical and perhaps equally useful, in raising one above the purely material and leading up to God, and that a man's belief mattered little if he just tried to do his duty as far as he could in the place given him in the world; of the great attraction which the character and teaching of the Christ had for him ; and of the intellectual and other difficulties that he had with the Bible, and how he often would have turned from it altogether but for the divine Son of God who spoke to him in its pages.
He told me how the bitterness of separation from what he had loved and reverenced made him hesitate; how gladly he had found the apparent solution of his difficulties in the acceptance of Brahamoism, receiving the Lord Jesus as one of his many teachers ; how even here he had not found rest; how more and more loyalty to the Christ filled his heart, and how after years of conflict he had reached that important point where he determined to enter the Church, a step which cost him less than he had anticipated, and'which he never regretted. This case has special interest to me, because it is the story of a man who for years studied our Holy Scriptures for himself, and was led step by step into the Church of Christ.
I have known many Indian Christians very intimately, and I have seen the Indian Church grow from infancy, when it seemed impossible to let it take a step alone and without guidance, into a comparatively strong Church, more or less self-supporting, self-governing, and self-propagating. It is a high estimate that I have formed of the character of many native Christians. I recognise the power of the Christian religion to elevate in the East as it has done in the West, and I see a future for the native